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So you'e
shopping for
lighting...

There are so
many questions...
so few answers!

We: know how stressful this may be far you.

Kichler would like ta make it easier and less
stressful For you by prosiding useful infor
matian that can help you make confident,
anwiety-free lighting decisions

O cowrse, we recognize that in all cases
yourr choices will reflect YOUR taste, YOUR
dédcor YOUR budget, YOUR home, The
mformation we pravidi should help steer
you through the potential pitfalls that can
b associated with selecting lighting,

Let’s get
to it!




How much light
doI need in an
area to light

it properly?

A - Glad you asked. There’s actually a
proven formula for caloulating the prop-
er amaunt of general light {usually ex-
pressed as the number af watts) oL
should have in each moom or area of
your home... and it's not difficult, just
some basic arthmetic.

Multiply the length times the width of
the raom. Then, multiply that number
times 1.5. That gives you the amount
of wattage you need to light the roam
properly for general illumination.

Example: & room s 12 k16 1t
(12x16 = 192}, Then multiply 192x1.5
= 288 watts, That mweans an S=light
chandelier using d0-watt bulbs would
give 320 watts, which is even mone
light than needed,

For specific task lighting in areas whare
stromger light is neaded, multiply the
area’s square footage by 2.5 rather
than 1.5 to find the needed wattage.

A kitchen work island or a desk area
where schoolwork is done are examples
of task areas in your home.

These same rules apply to every room
or area in your homa.




Howdo1l
determine the

proper chandelier
width for a foyer?

/]

A - This is prefty easy. Just add together
the length and width dimensians af the
foyer area. What you get is the proper
diagrneter for most any chandelier youll
need thera,

Example: The area is12 feet by 16 feet
Added together this equals 28 Test
Therefare, the fayer chandeliers diame-
ter shoukd be appraximately 258% in width

2 = What about the height of the
chandelier?

A - Always keep in mind that the battom
of the chandelier should be at least 7 feat
from the floor. That may mean you need
a flushmaunt {maounts directly against the
ceiling), a semi-flush (also known as close-
to~ceiling fixture, which hangs a few inch-
&5 below the ceiling) o, if you have a tall
ceiling, wou may need a 2-tier or 3-tier
chandeli=r.

If there is 2 window above the front
doars, center the chandelier so it can

be seen from outside.  the foyer is extra
large, you may aso want to incluscle waill
sconces inthe foyer Install them against
the wall approedmataly 40 from the floaor,
& - 8 feat apart.

O — What's the best way to light a
halhway?

A = There should be a light every 8-10
fzet, Either flushmounts or sarmi-flush
fixtures can be wsed depending an the
ceilirg height

If you have a long halhway, you may want
to install wall sconces for added light and
beauty. Tha rula again is that sconces are
hung roughly 60  from the floor, spaced
4-8 feat apart along the wall.



Howdo I
determine the
proper size
chandelier for
over a dining
room table?

A — Herz, as in the fn:,-er, the dimensions
of the room dictate the width {diameten
of the chandelier. If that doesn't appear
to fit because of the size of your table,
use the table width for the chandelizr's
diameter.

The bottom of the chandelier shauld be no
lewer than 30 inches above the tabletop.

3 = When should | use a dimmer
switch ?

A = Although dirmmers can be used in
avery room, we put this question hera,
because the dinmg room will be the loca-
tion of many varyng activities, Intimatsa
dinner party? Dim the lights. Children
working at the table on their hormaewark?
Bring up the wattage!

2 = Will a chandelier be enough light?

A —Here again, you should make sure the
chandelier has enough wattage (based on
the formula in question #1). If you're not
comfortable with the amount of light, you
can add sconces, portable lamps or reces-
sad lights to add more light and ambience.

Q - How do | highlight areas of special
interest such as wall art or items inside
a breakfront ar China cabinst?

A = Recessed o track lighting can focus
Beams of light onto wall ant objects, Inside
a breakiront cr China cabbnet, you can use
leny woltage Kichler Cabinet Lighting to
provide the proper lighting, The tog and
Bottom of those pieces can be it with
Kichler's Linear Lighting




What is the

best general
lighting for
a kitchen?
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A — Unfortunately, there aren't amy easy
answers hare, sice so much is detarmined
by the size of your kitchen area, Most

ple start with & 2-light or 4-light decorative
flucrescent in the center of the ceiling. s
e costly, uses less energy and provides

very good general light cutput.

Exarnple: A kitchen of 100 scuane feet
or less can use a 2-light fluorescent; up to
250 scquane Teet takes a d-hght flucrescent,
Larger than 250 will need the Hight plus
ackdtonal lighting,

Q - What do | do about task areas such
as islands, areas ower the sink and counter
fops?

A - Besides the general lighting guidelines
i the albowe answer, these ameas call for
maore concentrated lighting since thay are
rormally work areas. Sgaim, you should refer
to the formula for task areas in question 1.
Thie Kickhiber Cabavet Lighting ar Kichler
Linear Lighting systems can provide solid,
Erigiter light on work surfaces, soffits abave
cabinets and other concealed locations to
ackd a wanm, comfortable atrosphwerne to
your kitchen. A decomtive pendant with 2
or 3 shades idepending on the size of the
island)) can be installed over your island for
afhcient light and to add a decoratve ele-
ment to that arsa.

O = How do | light a Dinette ama?

A - Nommally, a decorative pendant (single
light — simce this is generally 3 snaller eating
aredl or a Chandelette” with & downlight will
do tha job while providing plerty of hght on
the table surface. Use a dimmer to saften
e light for mood dining when entertaining
and 10 tum up higher for homewark, hob-
bies, etc when nesded. Again, the bottam
of the pendant or chandelette should be
1 shove the table. Mormalky, 100 watts is
sufficient for this area.

"
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What's the

best way to
light a bath or
powder room?

A — Most of us want to see a dear reflec-
tion in our bathroom or powder room
mirrors soowe can apply makeup proper-
ly or shave without cutting ourselves or
simply brush our teath comrectly.

To avoid shadows, and to fully surround
your face with flattering light, install a
ficture at least 247 wide over the mirror,
plus two wall sconces (one on each side
of the mirror) at least 28" apart and 40"
above the floor. The Kichler "Beauty
Wraps'" can do this by using only one
electrical outlet. They allow matching
mini pendants to surround the mirmor
while also providing light from above.

If you have a double sink vanity, use a
light that is almost as wide as the mirmor.
The light should be mounted 78" from
the floor, centered over the mirmor

O = What if | have a truly large
bathroom?

A — Besides the vanity/mirror lighting,
you will probably need an additional
flushmount or semi flush fisture with

sible recess lighting in shower areas.
A Kichler Chandelette’ could provide
maore light while adding a touch of
décor to tha room,
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How high should
I mount the wall
lanterns around
my front door?

A - Approwimately 66 inches above the bot-
tam of the doar, slightly above eye level,

2 = What about the height of the wall
lanterns?

A = Mo fast and hard rudes on this, Bagically,
it depends on the height of your house's
fromt entrance, Marmal rangs for the lntems
would be Fram 175 1o 146 of the entrance
Frzicghit,
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When would
I need
portables?

1&

A - Desk lamps, Table lamps, Floor lamps,
Torchieres. These are known as Portables
because they can be picked up and plug-
ged in wherever there is an electrical out-
let. All ather lighting is direct-wired into
your home.

Many rooms will need more light in cer-
tain areas than a chandelier or other light
fixture can provide, That's where portables
are  mpormant.

2 - What do portables do besides look
pretty?

A = Think of the reoms and areas in your
hizme where you need mane light for tasks
such as hamework, reading in a chair or
reading in bed. Portables can provide the
needed light for these activities

2 - How far off the floor should a floor
famp or table lamp be?

A - The battom of the lampshade should
be approximately 42 inches from the floor's
surface. Desk lamps should be 16 inches
above the work surface and 13 inches from
the front of a desk. Torchieres, used to light
dark comers, can be from 66 to 72 inches
from the floor. “Comers by Westwood
Collections” can provide similar light but
won't take up any floor space.
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Special Tips

Steel va. Solid Brass - How do you tell the
difference?

Simply place a magnet on the metal por-
tion af @ brass ghting fixture, IF i sticks,
it's steel, IF it doesn't, it solid brass, which
s cerverally more costly

Chandelier Installation - I a dhandelier is
heawvier than 30 pounds, it will have to be
rcurted more ssourely to the eiling or
waall. Make sure there is enough suppon

Casting or Stamping — How ara they
different?

Casting i generally heaviar with more
detail and durability. Whereas stamping is
lighter, less detail and durable. Generally,
cact foctures ame slightly mone expensive

than stamped produds.

Bulb Color - Wherever possible, use the
same color buls inoall lights inoa roeom so
the tone of the floors, sudaces, walls, etc.
will b the same intensity.

Daing Your Homewark = How should |
prepare when shopping for lighting?

First, kmow your budget. Second, if possi-
ble, look for pictures from magazines that
reflect your tasta. Third, bring in fabnic
swatthes ar color chips for any anea you
ara re-decorating.

Matural Light - Is this a factor in the
amount of light you'll need in a room?

Think daytime vs. nighttime light.
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Summary

Hopefully we have helped clear up some
of the confusion and eliminate the fear of
making a bad decision.

Selecting lighting should be fun, an adven-
bures intex an exciting new workd for mast

of us. We, at Kichler realize that very few
people ane lighting experts. Yet most will
be salecting lights for their house, apart-
rrvent, condominiom, ete. at same Lme in
aur lives.

When all lights have been installed, you
shauld be proud of the job you did. Enjoy
the exparience.

"Brought to wou by Kidhler® Lighting”

To leam maore about lighting and to see
aur full sefection aof moee than 2, 500 lighting
products, pleasa go to www. kichler.com.




